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were slight, Gorchakov described them to Bismarck as exceeding all expectations and as a "historical event." The French hopes for a closer understanding with Russia were further dampened by the fact that from Stuttgart Alexander went to Weimar, where he met Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria.
In spite of these setbacks the efforts of the advocates of Franco-Russian cooperation (Napoleon, Walewski, Gorchakov, Kiselev) were not entirely sterile. In enforcing the Treaty of Paris Napoleon, as Queen Victoria put it, left it to Great Britain "to act the part of the executioner, while he acted that of the generous victor." France and Russia concerted their policies in the Danubian principalities. The union of Moldavia and Wallachia was opposed by Palmerston, Austria, and the Porte on the ground that a new unified Danubian state would be likely to fall under Russian domination. Vienna, moreover, apprehended the effects of the union upon the large group of Rumanians within the Austro-Hungarian borders. Napoleon, realizing the importance to France (in the impending struggle with Austria) of a friendly Danubian state, espoused the cause of the union (which Russia favored chiefly because it was opposed by Engknd and Austria), and took the leading part in the establishment of the principality of Rumania (1858-1866).6 He also supported Russian policies in Serbia, where the pro-Austrian Prince Alexander Karageorgevich was deposed by a local assembly (December, 1858) and was succeeded by the pro-Russian Milosh Obrenovich. French and Russian intervention on behalf of the Montenegrins, who rose against the Turks and inflicted upon them a severe defeat at Grahovo (May, 1858), not only saved the insurgents from the probable effects of their dangerous victory but even led to the revision of the Montenegrin boundaries in a sense favorable to the Black Mountain. Napoleon's immediate objective,, in which he partly succeeded, was to win Russian support for his Italian policy. By a secret treaty of March, 1859, the St Petersburg -government bound itself to maintain friendly neutrality towards Paris in case of a Franco-Austrian war. The war fought by France in alliance "with Sardinia actually broke out in April, and the massing of Russian droops on the Austrian frontier facilitated the rapid French victory,
5 For the spurious arguments and derisive tactics used by Palmerston and, especially, by Stratford de Redcliffe in opposing the union of the principalities, see R. W. Seton-Watson, A History of the Roumanians (Cambridge^ 1934), pp. 248-258.